
Water is necessary for life of everything living on our planet.  It is not only a precious resource for 

drinking and sanitation for humans but also for agriculture, industry and energy production. 

The water industry is responsible for providing safe and clean drinking water worldwide.  Access to 

drinking water is necessary for a healthy life, yet there are many areas of the world that lack this 

necessity that many in the United States take for granted.  The water industry delivers quality water 

through the treatment facilities and distribution networks to homes, school, hospitals and businesses. 

The water industry is vital for agriculture, which accounts for the largest share of water usage on the 

planet.  Agriculture productivity would not be near what it is today without the water industry.  Irrigation 

systems along with innovative technologies developed by the water sector enable farmers to grow crops 

efficiently and sustainably, thereby ensuring food security for billions of people.  Without the vital water 

support of the water industry, agriculture productivity would decline which would lead to food 

shortages, economic instability and social unrest. 

Industrial and economic development also relies on the water industry.  Manufacturing processes, 

energy production and resource extraction all need large amounts of water. Water is necessary for 

cooling, cleaning and transportation purposes for these large industries.  Hydropower generated from 

dams and reservoirs contributes a significant amount of renewable and clean electricity to power 

homes, businesses and industries. 

The water industry also plays a critical role in environmental conservation and sustainability.  Rivers, 

lakes, wetlands and oceans are all homes to diverse species of plants and animals and provide essential 

ecosystem services such as water purification, flood control and habitat preservation.  The water 

industry helps protect and preserve these valuable ecosystems for future generations by implementing 

sustainable water management practices and pollution control measures. 

The water industry is also vital in the challenges such as population growth and urbanization which exert 

increasing pressure on water resources and infrastructure.  The water sector seeks to mitigate the 

impacts of these challenges and ensure the long-term availability of water supplies by encouraging water 

conservation, efficiency and resilience. 

In conclusion, the water industry not only provides the basic drinking water needed for life, but also 

supports agriculture and energy sectors along with safeguarding the environment.  It is imperative that 

we recognize the vital role of the water industry not only for life today but well into the future. 

 


